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0OGC H_as Reviewed

MEBBORARIUM ¥OR: Mr. lawronce Housion, General iounsel
THEGRIGE : Deputy Director for upport
SUBJECT 3 Vehicle Purchase Limliaiions

1. The question has erizen whether or not the monetary limita
tiona of Public law 86-642, epplicshle to the purchsse of aatomobiles,
applies to this Agency in purchasing satomobiles for sdministrative use.
For clarity ‘sdministretive use” is that use the Coagress intended in
creating the stmtute, and is not confused with the use of sutomobiles
purchased for operational reasons.

2. The quesiion is esked im light of the purchase by this Agency 0GC
of a Chrysler luperial Crown Seden &f & zost of $4,582. It is my under- -
stending this vehicle 1s 1o be used by aud/or for & senior officlsl of FOIAB
this Agency a2 a "personal” vehicle.

he The U. 8. Code, uitie 5, Section T8 recognizes congrossionai
epproval mey be specificelly provided utherwise to purchese mobar vehicles
and o such would be exempt from the limitations of this sct. Thiz seciion
also exsmpls from the limivations of Section T8, aotor vehicles fur offi-
cial use of the heads of executive departments tglcmg with others) iden~
“ified in Scoetlon 1 of thie (itle. You will see in Attechment #8, Conp-
troller General Declision B-113220 attached, an additlonal resson for my
woncern tor lack ol appropriate suchorigetion for ibis vehicle, when a
sowewhal slmllar cituation had developed in the Department of Justice.
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SUBJECT; Veblicle Pachase Linltations

Tour attention is referred parcicularly to thad pert of the decision on
page 346, Volume 32 which states “There is nothing in such section which
vould permii purchase of such sutamsbiles rom deparinentel appropriscions
vithout rugard %o tho seximm price, vhether the vebicle is

undar a specific appropristion asthorizetion therefor which providas no
celling®........ This interpretation sppears 4o me o perhaps apply o
CIA appropriations whare the suthority o parchose is obvious, but vhore
there {s aleo Bo celling and threfore, except for opermticual Rrposas,
parchases are mﬁ:.}ege*s 10 the ceiling lmposed by section 1602 of the ast
of J.iy i3, 1952 66 stat. 655, 5 ¥.5.C. 76(c) in the sbeence of specific
suthorization or sppropriation item therefor.

7. I bave discussed this satter with Lewysrs of your office and
other senlor officlals several times, and have auvt been entirely sevic-
fi=d as to ihe propriety of the action taken. Consequantly, I an
requesting your opinion &z to snd the suthority for the iegaiisy of
this particnlar parchsse sid as it mey be appiied to future iike Leans-
sciions. PFor your furthor inforantion, payweni 4o GSA Bag boen withheld
ponding ldeagtificalion of iwhe mrthority for paywsns.
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B, H PCH:
Dirsctar of Fipaxe

Avtachmenty:
i. Copy of P.biiz Lew 86-642, L stion 201
2, Copy of P.rchase (pder $ 65-L75T1
3. Copy of G8A Forwm 789
L. Copy of Order—Awmrd-Involce-Voacher ~
3. Copy of Ocder<Mmardelovoice-Voucher (Amendaant)
6. Copy of Scueiving Bepars
7. Copy of Lwceliving Report {(Amendmen)
8. Copy of Comptrolicr General Doclsion B-Li38pB
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